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Signals from the Commodore
Hello All.
Memorial Day is behind us, the picnic was very well attended. Thanks to Kathy
and her crew for organizing it. The Bowersox Memorial Race went off without
a hitch and had 10 boats participating. The workdays went well and many
tasks were completed. A third work day is being planned for June 9th to accommodate those
who were unable to attend one of the others and to finish up a few remaining projects.
A few reminders for members. Please have only one car per boat parked at the slips. Visitors
and extra cars should be parked in the north or south parking lots. Parking on the lawns is
discouraged except at special events. We need to have all property marked as to ownership.
These include dinghies, cradles, stands, and trailers. There is a storage fee for each of these
items which appears on your bill. If you have a trailer or stands and did not pay in the spring or
fall for storing your items at PYC please send a check to David Kay, Treasurer, with an
explanation. These funds are necessary to maintain our storage facilities and are prescribed in
our polices.
Now that launch is past, and the workdays are mostly behind us we will complete the pole barn.
Anyone who would like to help please send me an e-mail and I will be in touch when we
determine the next work session. A few remaining tasks are leveling stone, pouring concrete,
painting, and finishing the trim and siding.
Mike McDonald is again willing to chair the nominating committee this year. If anyone is
considering a position on the board, please contact him to discuss. Thanks for reading my
ramblings and have a wonderful summer.
Steve

Notes from the Vice Commodore
Thank you, Ervina Donovan and Pat Sangster, for running the first club
workday for me so I could attend my niece/godchild’s graduation from UMass.
Very much appreciated. Thank you, Cathy MacDonald and Bonnie Kay for
helping me with the second work day and for delicious tossed salad and potato
salad and brownies. Thank you, Jan Burcroff for the wonderful cookies she
always bakes for all the launch, haul and workdays. Always enjoyed.
A special thank you to Jean Belaskas for planting flowers in all the club pots. They look
beautiful.
We begin June with our Commodore’s Brunch Saturday June 2nd @10am please text or call
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me with your reservations by May 31st so we can plan for food, followed by our General Meeting @2pm in the
Pavilion.
Save the Date July 20-21, 2018 is this year’s 61th Annual Pultneyville Homecoming Parade, Antique
Cars Show, Antique Sale, Quilt Show and walking tours of our beautiful Hamlet, Gates Hall and WilliamsonPultneyville Historical society. The 5K race is Friday night followed by a “Community BonD Fire” on the PMI
beach all welcome. Let me know if anyone would be interested in having a boat or raft in the parade to represent
the club. Saturday’s Homecoming parade starts at 2pm. So access to the club will be closed off from 130pm to
3pm. So, if coming down to the club please plan accordingly. Last year we opened our front lawn @4090 Lake
Road for people to bring a chair and sit and watch the parade. Please join us again. This year they have added
Food Trucks on Saturday along with the Deli and UpPub and the new restaurant serving food. Come out and
enjoy the activities.
Our Fall Banquet/Cups and Flags approaches us quicker than we think. Looking for volunteers for this event.
Working to secure the Ontario Country Club again.
Please call or email if interested helping 585-261-3883, kathyfedick@gmail.com
Looking forward to a great boating season. May there be plenty of wind in our sails and warm sun on our bows.
See you out at the Club.
Kathy

Fleet Captain’s Report
May 24th got us off to a good start for 2018 spring series. All 8 sails
finished a 2 nautical mile course in 45 mins. One knot is one nautical
mile (6076.10 ft) an hour. So that’s a speed of almost 3 knots point to point
for the slowest to finish. The Bowersox race started at 10:05 am on Monday
the 28 with 10 sails signed in. the 7 mile coarse had all finished by 12:00
noon. Nice going High Life for first.
Coming up is the Scotch Bonnet, June 22 and 23.
Our Johanna Cup is from PYC to the Sodus Point pier on June 28th. The SBYC
Challenge Cup is June 30 and July 1.
We are in need of a race scorer, a PHRF delegate, and a boat swain. Please let me know of your pick of chores.
Don Byrnes
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From the Secretary
Estimating Distance Off
By Dick Everitt
Got a tape measure and a piece of string? You can use them to
find out how far away you are from, say, a lighthouse.
In this example, I know from my chart that the height of the center
of the light is 100 feet above sea level. So holding a vertical ruler
60 cm from my eye, I measure from the center of the light to sea
level, which is 20 mm. Using the formula below, I multiply that by
10 for a total of 200. Then I divide 100 (the height of the light) by
200, which equals 0.5. That means I'm about half a mile from the
light.
Distance off by vertical sextant angle is an old navigation technique used for keeping a safe distance from an
object of known height, such as a lighthouse, the height of which is shown on a chart. With modern GPS, there's
no longer need to know how to calculate this, but it's a fun trick to show the kids, and it's a useful backup if you're
ever forced to use basic navigation techniques. But as many of us don't carry a sextant, or a set of tables, we can
copy what the ancients had been doing for centuries before the sextant was invented. They simply exploited their
knowledge that the ratio of 60:1 is equal to an angle of 1 degree. To find this distance, simply measure the angle
of the center of the light above sea level and look up the "distance off" in a set of tables, such as those found in a
nautical almanac, or use a simple calculation (below). The center of the light itself, not the height of the top of the
tower, is used because that's the height marked on the chart. Usually we can forget any tidal height allowance, as
less tide will put us farther off in safer water.
In its simplest form, you'll use something that measures 60 units from your eye attached to a vertical ruler marked
in the same units. (Using a metric rule to do this exercise makes your math calculation simpler because you can
work in whole numbers instead of fractions.)
Hold a piece of string 60 cm (about 2 feet) in front of your eye. (I find a loop of string of the correct length around
my neck more comfortable than holding a knot in my teeth.) Sight across the ruler and measure the height of the
center of the light above sea level, in millimeters. Then use the formula below.

It's a rough-and-ready technique, but one day it might save you being set in too close to a nasty reef or rocks.
• Published (with permission): April/May 2018 BOATUS Magazine

From the Engine Room
With the launch and two workdays behind us hopefully the weather will co- operate and we can get on to enjoying
our time on the water.
Despite the weather forecasts for both workdays we accomplished a lot of projects. On workday 1, we repaired
two docks and leveled several others on the south shore, and the finger docks (3) were installed on the north
shore floating docks. A large dead tree was taken down on Apple Bloom Point, oak I was told, and is cut into 12"16" lengths if anyone is looking for firewood. First come, be aware of broken branches overhead on adjacent tree.
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Eric Anderson treated our flagpole to a new coat of paint and a new
burge halyard. Looks great!
Workday #2 got off to a wet start but work went on removing the mast
racks in the pavilion, installing a new light over the grill area on the
pavilion, leveling remaining docks and miscellaneous grounds keeping.
We rented a 30yd. roll off dumpster and managed to fill it with 60yds
(almost 4 tons) of scrape wood and docks taking up space in the
orchard. There is still more that needs to go. Two heavy duty
sawhorses were built for mast preparation at the gin poles. These
should replace the heavy picnic tables we currently use.Let me know
how these are working out.
The harbor was sounded last week by Dave Peck, depths range from 7
-9 ft with the exception of the boat launch ramp area at 6 1/2ft.
I am planning a third workday for June 9th for those of you who need
to fulfill your workday obligation. We have several projects to complete
that we weren't able to do on the previous days. I will be contacting you
soon.
Smooth sailing,
Don

Loons in our Harbor
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