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Signals from the Commodore 
 
Finally the boats are back where they belong in the harbor. We had a cool 
but sunny perfect day for Launch. Everyone should be so proud of all the 
great team effort that pulled off a 9 hour 68 boat launch. Think that may be 
our best time ever. Saturday when I left the club it was a mast-less harbor 
except for 3 boats that have very dedicated owners who made sure to have 
their mast up before they called it a day. Chris Hubbell (Ravat) , Tom Watters 
(On Belay) and our newest member Jaime Gardner (Wine Down). Welcome 
Jamie and Theresa Gardner to Pultneyville Yacht Club.  

 
Next we prepare the rest of the 
harbor for the season with next 
Saturday as Fleet Captains 
workday followed by the regular 
workdays then the fun can 
begin.  Memorial Day Picnic , 
New Member Reception, 
Bowersox race, Commodore’s 
Review,  and the Race season 
begins.  
See everyone at the club.  

Kathy  
cm_@pultneyvilleyachtclub.org 

585-261-3883 
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Secretary’s Notebook 
 
The boats are in the water! I always  enjoy our 
launch, haul, and various workdays both for the 
sense of community they build and for the sense of 
accomplishment at the end of the day.   The rough 
pace on the morning shift was around 7 or 8 
minutes per boat from slings to splash.  Can’t help 
but think that professional yards would be proud of 
those numbers.  I’m even more pleased that we 
kept that pace and didn’t have any casualties to the 
icy decks.  Kudos to everyone for a job well done! 
 
Log book content is now frozen, and we’re very 
close to having a draft ready to proof and then print. 
While they are printing I’ll be working on 
membership cards.  There’s a lot to do as the PYC season builds up momentum, but it’s time to finish those things 
up and start sailing! 
 
    Membership report: 

     
 
 

From the Engine Room 
 
This is the grateful Soundings article.  My thanks to everyone who helped make floating dock launch happen.  I 
won’t name names lest I forget someone,  please consider this a grateful hand shake.   
 
Thanks to every one involved in launch day.  This launch day was one of the most successful ones that I can 
remember.  A special thanks to Fred Bertoni for the his preplanning of the day.  Also thanks to the team leaders 

Voting 91 

Non-Voting 4 
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Honorary 1 

PMI Social 2 
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suggestions, commentaries, wit, memoirs, tales, seaworthy 
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Fred and Tony.  Great job guys on keeping things moving at a rapid pace all day.  The first boat hit the water at 
exactly 7:00 am.  The crane was shut down at 4:20pm  If my memory serves me this was one of the fastest 
launch periods ever.  Older members may correct me on that, but in my time as a member, I can’t think of a faster 
one.  We had a number of people who came early and stayed late.  Friday a crew came and set up the frame and 
slings.  Thanks for that effort.  Also thanks to the crew that stayed late, after the crane work was done, to finish 
storing the cradles.  A special thanks to Mark Laffin for running the fork lift for the morning crew.  Again, great 
launch day.  Thanks again. 
 
Work day.  Our by-laws state that everyone must participate in an 8 hour work day.  The first work day, under Joe 
Davis, will be May 9th with members A thru G.  We have quite a bit of winter damage to repair.  Work days begin 
at 8am and finish at 5pm.  The work day leaders have asked for members to bring tools with them.  We will need 
people to bring tools that they are comfortable working with.  Shovels and rakes are standard.  If you work with 
hand tools or power tools bring what you will use.  If you bring power tools up to and including chain saws bring 
the appropriate safety gear.  Gloves, eye protection, etc.  One of the big jobs this spring will be removing 
damaged docks.  Wrecking bars, power drills, saws, extension cords, etc. to work on those docks will be needed.  
If you are going to be working off the work boat or on a dock life jackets should be worn.  The water is cold. 
 
Stu MacDonald will be coordinating the second work day.  Members  H thru Z will be working with Stu.  The 
same instructions apply. 
 
If you can not make your assigned work day make sure that your team leader knows.  It is your responsibility to 
arrange a trade with someone on the other work day and the team leader knows of the change.  If you are not 
able to do that let me know.  My cell phone is 585 802 5416.  I am sure that I will need people to help with other 
projects during the summer. 
 
Lastly,  thanks to Harley and Joe from Clark Rigging.  They brought the crane down and set it up Friday morning 
so it was ready to go on Saturday. 
 
Again, many thanks for a fine start. 
 

Tom   

 
MAST TENSION 
 
Chris Hubbell asked me to include a reminder that the club does have a Loos 
Tension Gage available for club members to adjust rig tension.  Jim Deatsch is the 
custodian of the gage, and will be happy to loan it to you to set your rig. 
 
Would also add that I have one (Earl Chapman—Still Comic) that I would also 
happily loan out if someone cannot find Jim. 

 
 

ANOTHER LAUNCH   
 
When Mel Wright, PYC Secretary, and Tom Barker, Editor, 
‘launched’ Volume 1, Number 1 of “Lake Soundings” on January 
29, 1976, this publication became a running history of the Club. 
The harbor had been rebuilt and rededicated the previous (1975) 
season. Membership stood at about 140. 
 
Although, the “Lake Soundings” is now distributed and available 
on-line, the style and content remains much the same: news of 
Club activities, events and business as well as reports of Member 
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news. We encourage all Members to contribute articles, photos or letters to the Editor. 
 
We are also making an effort to locate and scan back issues of “Lake Soundings” for posting on the Club website. 
The originals are returned to you. Thank you to Ira Goldman and to Nancy Gong for digging out some vintage 
material. If you have (individual) issues of “Lake Soundings” to contribute, please contact Chris Hubbell or Larry 
Rice. 

 

Fleet Captain’s Report 
 
We had a successful launch and now it is time to get the masts up and the engines running. 
Yesterday when I was at the culb working on both may mast and engine I counted over 25 
masts standing, and skippers were rigging all over. It’s great to see the harbor alive again 
and getting ready for the summer. 
 
Speaking of being ready we have had the Fleet Captains work day and the Tompkins all 
washed waxed and bottom painted and ready to launch, channel marks and race marks set. 
Earl Chapman was gracious enough to coordinate in my stead. Thanks to the following! 
Derek Bray, Jim Deatsch, Jon Flowerday, Sean Gillan, Bob Hibbert, Chris Hubbell, 
Tom Sackett, Larry Rice, Tom Watters and Dave Weagly for participating in the workday. 

If I missed anyone its due to the sloppy penmanship of my fill-in. 
 
Also thanks to Ira Goldman, heading up the installation of the new windlass, which is partially installed. 
 
Our first tune-up race is Thursday May 7th with the first gun an 6:30 PM. Hope to see the regulars and any  
new members who are interested in racing.  
 
THE LAST BOAT HITS THE WATER UNDER BRIGHT SUNNY SKIES!!! 
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