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Signals from the Commodore 
 
APRIL finally the month we 
have all been waiting for. The 
boats will launch April 25th it 
will be a beautiful spring day 
with sun and a warm light 
breeze.  
  
Last weekend we had the club 

walk around to look at how the harbor did over this 
long winter.  Chris Dennsmore was here representing 
the Trust. Chris said he was very impressed with all 
the great work that we have accomplished since his 
last visit two years ago.  Everyone that is involved in 
the workdays and special projects that go on around 
our club should be proud of the work that has been 
done . Great job. Thank you to everyone that came out 
and joined us for the walk around as soon as we 
started to walk around the freezing rain began.  We 
will be working on updating the 5 year plan and our list 
of projects that will come in our upcoming season.  
 
We ended last weekend with our Winter Cabin Party 
and Winter it was we had plenty of snow and a sunny 
16 degree day to enjoy. We had great turn out with 
plenty of delicious food and many laughs. Thank to 
Dave Muth who was the main organizer of this successful party gathering. Great job Dave.  
 
I want to thank the Executive Committee who have been busy getting ready for our season to begin.  
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone in a couple of weeks at launch and our club work days. 
Warm days are ahead. 

Kathy Fedick 
Commodore  

cm_@pultneyvilleyachtclub.org 
585-261-3883 

www.Pultneyvilleyachtclub.org 
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Fleet Captain’s Report 
In my last soundings article I talked about our long winter. We finally see a glimmer of hope here 
and there, and then the Cabin party nice and cold and some snow to boot…..just a foreshadowing 
of the great winds to come for our racing season. Those who race or stand on the point and watch 
should understand this. 
 
Dave Weagley has been working on a schedule for the Committee Boat Staffing, you will be 
hearing from him in the near future if you haven’t by this publication…. It takes a Fleet to run a 
race in many ways!!!! If you want to get involved in the racing program but aren’t sure if you want 

to race this is a great way to get started and learn about racing. 
 
The Cabin Party was a outstanding turn out 43 members and family turned out on a very cold day!!! It was a lot of 
fun and great time with friends. Thanks to all! 
 
I look forward to warmer days and lots of sun shine to get started on the spring boating work, so we are all 

prepared for Launch April 25th!! See you at the club! 

Dave Muth 

 
OUR CLUB HISTORY: 
 
Our PYC History of the 1970’s captures Earl and Mildred 
O’Laughlin as Race Committee Chair and Club Historian, 
respectively. Bruce Newhall, Millie’s nephew, sets out 
another, later, chapter of their lives.* 
 
“Millie was my aunt.  She and Earl left Pultneyville on their 
boat in about 1975.  I was with them, and helped them 
navigate through the barge canal, down the Hudson and out 
Long Island Sound to Port Jefferson, near my parents’ 
home.  From there they went on their own up the coast to Maine, and then down to Florida for the winter.  I’m a 
little hazy on exactly all their travels, I think they made several trips up and down the east coast in the years 
between 1975 and 1981.  I know for sure that in the summer of 1982 they sailed from Florida to Bermuda with 
Sue Petersen (a friend from Rochester), and then I and my wife Elaine met them in Bermuda and we sailed to 
Newport, RI.  Millie and Earl again went on their own from there up to Maine, and back to Florida for the win-
ter.   They then made many trips through the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, and other Caribbean Is-
lands.  In 1988 Elaine, our 2 children and I traveled to meet them in Puerto La Cruz, Venezuela, and had a nice 
sail to a small offshore Island.   They had just visited Aruba, Curacao and Trinidad.  For many years after that they 
resided on their boat in Bequia and Grenada, moving between those two nearby islands every few months.  They 
finally had to give up life on the boat when Earl’s health began to fail.  Again, my memory is hazy, but I think that 
could have been around 2000.  They moved to Maryland, near us for the final years of their lives. 

LAKE SOUNDINGS is published monthly for PYC members, 
February through December. Letters to the Editor, 
suggestions, commentaries, wit, memoirs, tales, seaworthy 
tips and maritime art are welcome. Submissions will be 
edited and published as space, temperament and 
accommodations allow  
©2015- Pultneyville Yacht Club. 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF: 

Chris Hubbell - Secretary 

Earl Chapman (echapman@rochester.rr.com) - Editor 

Special thanks to those who have contributed to this issue 

PYC OFFICERS: 
Kathy Fedick - Commodore 

Deb Hefron - Vice Commodore 

Tom Jayne- Rear Commodore 

Chris Hubbell - Secretary 

Scott Nichols - Treasurer 

Dave Muth - Fleet Captain 
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I have some fond memories of visiting Pultneyville and sailing out of the yacht club in the 1960’s and 70’s.  I recall 
on my first visit as a teenager, I walked on my own down to the Post Office/store and the postmistress (Viola 
Clogg, if I remember the name  correctly) immediately said “Oh you must be Bruce, here’s Millie and Earl’s 
mail.”  I was not used to such small town behavior.” 

Bruce K. Newhall, nephew of Millie O’Laughlin 
 

*[Historian’s note: Millie O’Laughlin died in January 2009, predeceased by “Capt’n E in  November 2007… R.I.P.]  

RACE COMMITTEE (Dave Weagley) 
I am leading the race committee for the 2015 Thursday night 
race series.  The series starts on May 7 and ends on September 
10.   We are using the PYC race committee boat and we need to 
have a minimum of 2 people on board every Thursday night. 

In order to allow for vacations, I would like to have 3 people 
committed to the program.  If we had three people I could 
complete the schedule showing nights that each of us would be 
available.  If there was a night that we only had one person then 
I would ask the racers to supply a person that night. 

My proposal is that the committee meet at the boat on April 30 to get oriented on the boat and the process for 
running a race.  There is a tune up race on May 7 that we would continue our learning and then the 1st race is May 
14.  As you can see on the Excel spread sheet attached I will be out of town the next 3 weeks so I will be asking 
the race teams to provide an experienced person to assist on the boat for these 3 nights. 

Please contact me of you want more information and if you want to join the race committee. 

 
SAILING INSTRUCTION (Earl Chapman) 
Over the years, a number of folks have asked me about  options for sailing instructions, and 
there is always an undercurrent discussion around the ability to start a sailing instruction 
program at PYC. Through my OASIS instruction association, I was able to attend a US Sailing 
National Symposium held at RYC specifically on sailing instruction at the end of February with 

representatives from all the sailing instruction programs in the area, big and small.  The opportunity did remind me 
that there are several great options available for novice sailors in the area. 

Sodus Bay Yacht Club, Canandaigua Yacht Club, and Rochester Yacht Club all have both junior and adult 
education programs available to non-club members 

Sodus Bay Junior Sailing Association has a very well established program with a large variety of programs for 
various interest levels. They have purchased the property adjacent to the SBYC and striving to expand the 
program into a 3 season program. 

 

 

In  

Memoriam 

It is with great sorrow that we share with the membership the passing of long time members 
Roy Thurston on Mar 6 and James Stage on Mar 16.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with the Stage and Thurston families. 
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From the Engine Room 
 

Spring greetings’ everyone 
   
Spring is upon us, thus thoughts turn to getting the boats ready for launch.  Fred Bertoni has 
created the launch day assignments and if my skills with the computer (Commodore 64 type) 
allow me, you should find the schedule attached to this soundings issue.  I also have talked to 
Clark rigging and we are scheduled for the 25th for launch.  Please be ready to start at the 
assigned time.  We have a lot of boats to launch.  Hopefully, the ice in the harbor will be gone 

and the water level will be up so we don’t have to use a tow truck to put the boats at there docks.  Think safety 
when you are preparing your boat for launch.  Make sure that the boat is stable if you are going to remove a jack 
stand to paint.  If you are using a light ladder make sure you tie it to the boat so that a gust doesn’t blow it down 
leaving you marooned.  I will unlock the dumpster shortly, so you will be able to dispose of your trash. 
 
Last week we met with the representative of the trust, Chris.  He seemed real pleased with the work that has been 
done in the last few years.  We can thank Mark for leaving us in good shape.  We still have a lot of work to do.  I 
met with Joe and Stu about this years work days.  We came up with an extensive list of wants and needed 
repairs.  We shall be sorting and prioritizing the work that needs to be done.  Stu has requested a replacement as 
leader for the second work day.  I don’t want to let him off the hook right away, but I am looking for a volunteer to 
work with him this year and take over for him next year.  Any volunteers?  Contact me. 
 
I have been in contact with Rolf about fixing the ice damage.  I will be meeting with him this coming week to 
discuss repairs.  Fitz, our dockmaster, has rearranged the docking assignments so that the damaged docks will 
be free to be repaired. 
 
Think warm thoughts for the rest of April.  Hopefully that will allow spring to sneak in before launch. 
 

Tom 
 

Notes from the Vice Commodore 

The calendar tells us its spring however when we step outside… maybe not.  Huge Thank you’s to Kathy Fedick 
and Dave Muth for hosting the Cabin Party. Calendar said spring but the weather, yup winter. It’s was a nice time 
for all. Next up is Launch followed by the work days.  If you have not experienced the camaraderie around 
launching of the fleet. Come out and join us. Maybe handle the grills or share stories of how you survived the 
winter of 2014-2015.  I am sure there will be many.  If you have any ideas for events, please let me know as we 
are always open to suggestions.  See everyone soon. 

Deb 

Safe Boating Classes 

Spring Boating Courses are being held by the Rochester Sail and Power Squadron starting on 
April 7th. The courses are 5 weeks long and cover many areas, including Seamanship and 
Safety, Small Boat Handling, Government Regulations, Rules of the Road, Aids to Navigation 
and much more. Please check out the website at http://www.usps.org/localusps/rochester/  for 
more information on the locations and times.  And be sure to like Rochester Sail and Power 
Squadron on Facebook for upcoming classes and events.  If any questions, PYC member 
Steve Heffron is the Education Officer for RSPS and will be happy to answer them 
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Secretary’s Report 
 
Perhaps it's pushing the envelope a bit, but I've removed the cover from Ravat, which I believe is 
a much better indicator of Spring than the famous Groundhog has even been.  The ice is nearly 
out of the harbor now, with just a bit lingering in the south fairway, which is also a good sign.  
 
For anyone that hasn't been following industry news, be aware that Interlux VC-17 is in short 
supply this year due to the primary algicide not achieving US approvals.  What's on the shelf now 
is likely to be the extent of this season's inventory.  If you use VC on your boat, buy what you 
need early. 

 
It's been a very busy Spring with invoicing, and rebuilding the membership database.  Although we're still chasing 
down status on a few memberships, I'm happy to be able to report membership numbers for the first time this 
year, and should be able to continue doing so in future Soundings: 

 
 
I'm now diving into work on the 2015 Log and membership cards.  Speaking of logs, I'd like to thank Russ Palem 
and Larry Rice for their help in bringing digitized membership logs to me from 1972 through present.  They are 
posted on our members-only page and make for some interesting viewing. 
 
I'm looking forward to the harbor coming to life, and seeing everyone prepping boats, working on our spring 
projects, and getting on the water! 
 
     -Chris 

 
 

Voting 91 

Non-Voting 4 

Social 2 

Honorary 1 

PMI Reciprocal 1 

Total Membership 99 
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Launch Crew Assignments  
April 25, 2015 
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