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Signals from the Commodore 
I first would like to thank everyone for all the work that was completed in all the work 
days. The club looks great. Thank you to Joan Stage and Tracy Matteson for their 
donations towards our club flowers and Jean Belaskas for helping with the planting 
of the flowers.  
 
The Memorial Day weekend was a fun filled weekend with a successful Memorial 
Picnic hosted by Mike Schiff and Jack Bopp and Vice Commodore Deb Heffron. 
Great job. We had great food and plenty of laughs. Sunday we had many boats that 
went out and raced in the Bowersox Memorial Day race. That race is definitely much 
easy to do without tacking 

the dog. Later that day we had the Commodore’s 
review and get together,  thank you for coming out 
and celebrating. The Season has begun.  It sure is 
nice to be back on the boats and on the water. 
 
Our Nominating committee for 2014 is Russ Palum 
(Chair), Pat Sangster, Stephanie Fitzpatrick, Joe 
Davis and Jerri Schiff.  
 
Don’t forget to mark your calendars for June 7th 
come have breakfast with me at 10am then come to 
our General membership meeting @1pm .   

 
Your PYC membership cards are in the club house on 
the table. Please make sure you pick them up. The log 
is in the works and should be out soon. Just want to 
make sure that everyone takes some time to review the 
Constitution of PYC, PYC By-Laws and the PYC 
Policies. Thank you for making this the great yacht club 
that it is.  

See you at the club 
Kathy Fedick 

585-261-3883 
cm_pultneyvillyachtclub.org 
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An Update from your humble Dock Master….. 
 
What seemed unlikely just a couple seasons ago has 
happened; at this writing, PYC is one boat away from a 
full harbor.  In fact, there is a boat waiting for an answer 
and I'm trying to fit them in.  This poses good and less-
than-good circumstances for all of us.  A full harbor 
raises much needed monies to tend to the harbor and 
makes the club a more vibrant place.  But with a near full 
harbor, the specter of Best Use of Harbor raises its 
emotional head. 
 
The most difficult part of a dockmaster's duty is to find a 
way to maximize the use of our available docks.  I am 
already faced with challenges to settle the harbor for this 
year and will no doubt be talking to members about 
changes in slips in the next few weeks.  I've had many 
suggestions offered but with few exceptions they involve 
other people whose boats should be 
moved…  understandable, but these suggestions don't 
often complete the series of moves that a change causes.  We have boats that use aspects of their slips well; some by depth, 
some by beam, most by length.  We have some that don't.  And as the boats have grown, many slips are still sized for the 
smaller boats of yesteryear, leaving unusable "slips" ranging in width from six to nine feet. 
 
If I could ask you to look dispassionately at your boat's use of its slip, you'll probably see the same things I do.  I have the 
mathematics of each boat's utilization of its slip but numbers are only part of the story.  If you recognize that a larger boat 
could make better use of your slip, I'd love to hear from you.  I know I'll have to approach members, but volunteers are always 
appreciated.  I'd also like to hear what your preferences might be if a move is needed.  I'll do my best to make people as 
happy as I can. 
 
The tough call is always when a more senior member has a slip that is needed to make best use of the harbor.  I'll try to avoid 
that but have to offer a reminder that best use is our primary criteria.  Thanks for your consideration. 
Greg Fitzpatrick 
PYC Dockmaster 

 
Notes from the Vice Commodore 
Well summer has arrived, finally. The Memorial Day Picnic was a success. A huge thank you to Jack Bopp and Mike Schiff 
for hosting the event. They were assisted by Anneliese Bopp and Jerri Schiff.   Thanks to all who assisted with set up, 
serving and clean up.   
 
The Commodore’s Brunch is scheduled for Saturday, June 7th at 10 am.  The vent is being hosted by Cher and Merril Gray.  
Please send in your RSVP as soon as possible.  This event is always well attended.  

LAKE SOUNDINGS is published monthly for PYC members, 
February through December. Letters to the Editor, 
suggestions, commentaries, wit, memoirs, tales, seaworthy 
tips and maritime art are welcome. Submissions will be 
edited and published as space, temperament and 
accommodations allow  
©2014- Pultneyville Yacht Club. 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF: 

Ellen Wozniak - Secretary 

Earl Chapman (echapman@rochester.rr.com) - Editor 

Special thanks to those who have contributed to this issue 

PYC OFFICERS: 
Kathy Fedick - Commodore 

Deb Hefron - Vice Commodore 

Mark Laffin- Rear Commodore 

Ellen Wozniak - Secretary 

Bob Hamilton- Treasurer 

Bob Hibbard - Fleet Captain 
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The Club Roast is scheduled for August 9th. If you are interested 
in hosting please let me know. Tom Jayne will be providing the 
“Roast”.  
 
The family of Doug Felton will be having a Memorial Gathering 
and Dinner on Saturday, June 14th   at the Yacht Club. Everyone is 
welcome to attend.  The dinner is being catered and a count is 
needed by June 6th. Please contact me at the club, by phone (585
-314-9813) or e-mail, dandshseffron@yahoo.com. I will provide 
you with the details of the dinner at that time.  Feel free to bring 
any pictures you have and are willing to share.  

Deb 

 

 

From the Pilothouse 
Lake Ontario is a couple of inches above the seasonal average and is forecasted to track the 
seasonal average through the rest of the yachting season.  The channel to Lake Ontario is at 
least eight feet deep, so getting into and out of the harbor should be easy this summer and 
through the fall. 

Steve Sangster, Frank Zannie (a friend of Steve’s and a licensed electrician) and Mike Schiff 
replaced the meters and main 
electrical panels that provide 
power to the dock-side electrical 
outlets and the inner-harbor range 

lights.  The wiring and the existing panels were old 
and in poor condition.  The new panels provide the 
proper electrical capacity as we gradually upgrade 
our dock-side shore power system. 

The two Club work-days were a great success. Joe 
Davis and Stu MacDonald led the workdays and, as 
usual, both days were well organized and a lot of 
important projects were completed. Vice Commo-
dore Heffron and her team provided snacks and 
lunches on both days, and some pizzas for dinner 
the first work-day because two of the crews worked 
well past 5:00pm.  In addition to the routine cleaning, 
clearing, repair and organizing activities, several 
large projects were completed, including: 

Dock P7 was completely replaced 

Dock P9 was structurally repaired and reinforced 

New dock frames were built for docks N2, N3 and N5; more about these docks later 

The decking on several docks was partially or entirely replaced 

The floating docks were pressure-washed to clean off years of accumulated mold and algae; they look like 
new! 

A new gangplank was built and installed to connect the North Shore floating docks to the shoreline 

Numerous holes and depressions were filled with top-soil and seeded 

The floor of the large shower room in the Clubhouse was partially replaced; thanks to Tom Bolt for the 
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demolition and Larry Fedick for reinstalling 
the tile 

The rear inner-harbor range light was raised; the 
front range light still needs to be raised 

A lot of brush was cut down around the perimeter 
of the Club grounds and in the cradle storage 
area 

New power and water lines were installed to dock 
B4. The old lines came from the Baird House 
and we needed to replace them as part of 
returning the Old Clubhouse to the Cornwall 
Trust.  Thanks to Steve Sangster for using 
his tractor to dig the trench! 

New fender-boards were installed in the slip used 
by the Pultneyville Volunteer Fire Department 
rescue boat 

Thank you to everyone who brought their tools and 
worked hard on both Club work-days.  There’s still 
work to be done, though. If you were not able to fulfill 
your work-day commitment, please contact me. We 
still have several projects that need to be completed. 

The Old Clubhouse is now closed. We finished removing the Club property and cleaning up the space on one of 
the work-days so that we can return it to the Cornwall Trust to manage.  Please do not enter or use the Old 
Clubhouse.  Non-member dock renters will now be using the main Clubhouse restrooms and showers; they do not 
have kitchen privileges. 

We are planning to replace several pilings on the North Shore this year if we get enough dock rental revenue.  
The pilings supporting docks N2, N3 and N5 will be removed and replaced with new steel pilings.  In addition, 
several pilings supporting the North Shore seawall will be reinforced with new steel pilings.  The new dock frames 
for the docks have been built and the steel pilings will be on order shortly.  We will engage the contractor once we 
have enough money to pay for his labor and equipment. 

Dave Weagley, Russ Palum and others have been developing a new dock design that will allow us to span a 
longer distance from the shoreline to the piling, enabling us to eliminate some of the intermediate pilings that exist 
in the harbor today.  We will be constructing the newly designed dock frame and installing it on a piling on the 
South Shore later this summer. 

Chris Hubbell and Scott Nichols are partnering to improve the PYC Wi-Fi coverage and signal strength.  In 
addition, Scott wants to install a new webcam to provide a new view of the harbor on the web.  Chris and Scott will 
be working on the Wi-Fi system over the early part of the summer.  The system is working now and can be 
accessed using the PYC2 network. 

PYC is now an official lake fish stocking site for the NYS DEC.  Early in May a large DEC truck deposited 15,000 
brown trout into the harbor on the east end of the North Shore.  The DEC will return each year to deposit more 
fish to keep the lake stock healthy. 

I am very thankful for the volunteer effort of so many of our members.  People just step-up and help out whenever 
there is a job to do, large or small.  It’s great to see the volunteer spirit that underlies our Club in action in so many 
different ways. 

Mark Laffin 
585-314-8831 

mark.laffin@gmail.com 
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Secretary’s Report 
 
Membership 84 voting, 4 non-voting, 2 reciprocal and 2 social. Waiting for information to come back 
on a couple more potential new members. Should have more information at the June 7th General 
Membership meeting. The membership cards are located in the clubhouse please remember to pick 
them up next time you are at the club. Logs should be ready by the June 7th meeting if not before. 
Please take the time to review all of our club policies. Welcome to all our new members glad to hear 
that many of you attended the Memorial Day festivities. If any of the new members have any ques-
tions or concerns please contact Jerri Schiff or anyone of our EC officers.  

Thanks Ellen   

 

Fleet Captain’s Report 
 
May was good to us. We could not have asked for better weather during all of the Work 
Days, Memorial Day Weekend and even for Thursday night racing. A lot of May seemed 
like July/August temperatures, until the wind shifted from off the lake of course. 
 
Our Thursday night racing program is off to a good start with participation in all fleets and 
some new racers. A few boats are still getting rigged and ready but it looks like participa-

tion in the program is going to be pretty robust this year. New members are joining boats on the water to get some 
exposure and comfort with the starting sequences and procedures. Let’s get everyone out on the water for the 
Spring Races in June! 
 
Conditions for the Thursday Night Races have been quite variable compared to the halcyon days we have had on 
the weekends. The first race had brisk offshore winds with large wind shifts and changing wind speeds. Spinna-
kers were collapsing and boats were spinning to try and track the wind shifts on some of the downwind legs. The 
second race was a boat-management challenge with starting winds of 16-18 knots and waves of 4+ feet but a die-
hard racing fleet out to brave the conditions and participate well even with winds & gusts picking up further for 
awhile. The third race was so light that some participants were wishing for the tougher conditions of the prior week 
to help keep boats moving. Optimizing boat speed and progress along the course over this wide range of condi-
tions is a great way to build experience, sailing skills and seamanship. It also helps to build some additional 
patience. Thanks go to Dave Weagley and Larry Sill for managing the Thur races and persevering to keep the 
anchor holding & committee boat positioned to have our second race. 
 
The halcyon weekend-weather gods favored us again for the Bowersox Race in memory of former member and 
racer Denny Bowersox. The Bowersox is a genoa-only race and we had a good turnout with 10 boats participating 
including Dennis & Betsy Ambrose’s Independence racing for the first time. Independence demonstrated how to 
race upwind with 3 sails. We don’t usually get Cutter-rigged boats out on the race course and it was great to see 
the beautiful boat and sail configuration traversing the race course.  
 
Independence offered an interesting contrast to Pat Mellon & Tom Watters boat, On Belay, with their wishbone-
rigged Nonsuch sailing all points with a single large mainsail. 
 
The buoy course selected for the Bowersox race was intentionally chosen to change from the traditional windward
-leeward buoy racing for some practice and challenge of less typical points of sail. Using the starting line as a gate 
to begin the second lap around the race course added course-management consideration different from the usual 
windward/leeward or triangular race courses along with the sailing angles. 
 
I want to thank everyone for chipping in and contributing to all of the club activities, projects and work days. This is 
especially true for the assistance with Fleet Captain’s Workday doing bottom paint, committee boat cleaning, buoy 
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prep & launching, and also the earlier day of repair/launching the pontoon boat to use for the dock repairs, etc. 
Thanks to Earl Chapman, Larry Rice, Scott Nichols, Jon Flowerday, Dave Muth, Eric Matteson, Chris 
Hubble, Barry Gheer, Greg Fitzpatrick, Doug Axtell, Don Byrnes, Jim Deatsch, Marvin Hill, Tom Bolt and 
his son, Dave Dasson, Tom Jayne, Don Boesel and anyone else I may have missed. I also want to thank Mark 
Laffin for the donation of 2HP outboard to the club that may get used moving some equipment around the harbor 
and other club needs. 
 

Bob Hibbard 
 

RESCUE 21 Tower in Pultneyville 
 
Ira Goldman brought to my attention that in the June issue of the Rochester Amateur Radio Association, you can 
read about RESCUE 21 radio systems established on shores of Lake Ontario (Pg 10)…. 
 

http://rags.rochesterham.org/e-RAGS/RAG_June_2014.pdf 
 
Excerpted from the article:  
 
“The system includes the capacity for using P25 digital technology and encryption capability in addition to the 
current Marine VHF frequencies. The system will also allow the simultaneous monitoring of multiple VHF channels, 
enhanced clarity, and support of Digital Selective Calling. The DSC system allows mobile radios to call specific 
marine radios utilizing a digital identity number via Channel 70, and more importantly, allows for an auto matic 
“mayday” emergency button that will transmit the vessels identity and GPS to the R21 system. R21 continuously 
monitors for alarms transmitted on this system and will instantly alert the CG to the distress. All marine VHF—FM 
radios sold after June 1999 are required to be DSC enabled. As of March 2013, the R21 system had participated 
in responding to over 50,000 Search and Rescue cases.  
 
The automatic Direction Finding capabilities generate a bearing for every radio call transmitted on channel 16, and 
the multiple overlapping towers provide for cross bearings to identify the location of the transmitter within 2 
degrees of accuracy. The R21 computer display allows for a cross bearing to be marked and labeled if necessary.“ 
 
and the US Coast Guard article on Rescue 21: 
 

 http://www.uscg.mil/acquisition/rescue21/default.asp 
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Pultneyville Yacht Club  

 
2014 PYC Merchandise Program 

 
The Pultneyville Yacht Club Merchandise Program is now available for on-line selection and order-
ing.  There is a broad selection of merchandise available, and more can be added over time.  
There is also a category for the club specific merchandise, such as Burgee Flags, Car Stickers, 
Boat Transom Stickers, Pins, etc.   
 
The website address is: 
www.companycasuals.com/PultneyvilleYachtClub/start.jsp 
 
We hope to provide a link on the PYC Web Site as soon as possible.  Please note, you will need to 
have the latest version of “Adobe Flash Player” installed on your computer for the site to work 
properly. 
 
Instructions for ordering are shown at the top of the web site main  page.  You can select your 
items, select your choice of logo, select color, select your size (size charts available on the site), 
put items in a shopping cart and place an order directly on the site.  Please be very careful in se-
lecting sizes, as we cannot return items that have been embroidered with the PYC logo.  You will 
receive an email from the supplier (Lorie Seegler) confirming your order, and Mike and Mary Jane 
will be cc'd on each order.  Orders will be grouped and ordered on the date shown on the top of the 
main page, in order to minimize shipping costs. 
 
All cost is included in the price shown, including shipping and tax.  Items will be delivered to the 
embroidery shop to add the PYC Logo's.   Once the orders are complete, Mary Jane and I will pick 
the items up and arrange to get them to the appropriate members.  
 
Payment can be made by mailing a check to Mike and Mary Jane McDonald at the address below.  
Please make your check out to “Pultneyville Yacht Club”.  Unfortunately, the site does not have 
credit card payment capability at this time.  
1101 Everwild View 
Webster, NY  14580 
 
This is a new site, and may have a few bugs at the start, but we will work with the vendor to resolve 
any issues that may arise.  Spend some time exploring the site and give it a try.   
 
Please feel free to send us an email to let us know of any problems, and also let us know if there 
are specific items that you are looking for, and cannot find them on the site.  We can add new items 
to the site in the future, if they are available from the vendor.   
Our email is: 
mpmjmcdonald@yahoo.com 
 
Hopefully this will will give everyone access to a broader selection of items, with clear pricing and 
options.  Good luck, and don't hesitate to contact Mary Jane and I.  Thanks. 
 
Mike and Mary Jane McDonald 
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COMMODORE’S BRUNCH COMMODORE’S BRUNCH COMMODORE’S BRUNCH COMMODORE’S BRUNCH     

2014201420142014    
PULTNEYVILLE YACHT CLUB 
SATURDAY, JUNE 7TH, 2014  

AT 10 AM 

 

Hosted by Cher and Merril Gray 
 

Special French toast, Bacon/ Sausage, Home Fries, Scrambled Eggs, 
Fruit, Danish 

Orange Juice, Tomato Juice, Coffee, Tea 
Adult Beverages 

 

Adults --$8 
Children to 12-- $5 
Please RSVP by June 5th 
Reservations to Deb Heffron at dandsheffron@yahoo.com or 585-314-
9813 
Or Mail to 2191 Monroe Wayne County Line Rd, Macedon, NY 14502 
 

Name__________________________________________ 
# Attending     _______Adults at $8=_________________ 
   _______Children at $5=________________ 
     Total=--------------_________________ 
The General Meeting follows at 1 PM. Hope to see you there! 


