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Signals from the Commodore
Welcome to March, one more month and we will be back in our beautiful
harbor. By the time you get this to read we will have had our first event of the
season. The Winter Cabin Party. Thanks to everyone who came out and
started the season off.
The Executive committee is off to a great start getting things checked off our
lists. First you will notice that all the tires that were at the beginning of the
road where the cradles are in the summer , have all been removed from the
property. Thank you Chip for finding the gentleman that removed them for us. Also to Bob for
meeting him at the club and showing him where they were.
The Lease Committee (Dave Weagley, Stu MacDonald, Bob Hamilton, Larry Rice and myself)
are working on our Lease Renewal with the Trust. More information to follow.
Since November Ellen Wozniak and myself have been involved on the planning committee for the
2013 Pultneyville Homecoming . We will keep everyone updated with the agenda when more
information is finalized. I emailed Brian Gutman to see if the Lotus is planning on returning to our
harbor for Homecoming. This was a fun day last year.
The Trust has signed a Contract with Eric from Empire Marine for the dredging of the channel. They
are planning to begin in mid to late April and to be finished before May 1st. We will keep everyone
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19-Jan
3-Mar
15-Mar
13-Apr
April 20 – 21
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Time
11:59 PM
1PM - 6PM
11:59 PM
8:00 AM
7:00 AM
8:00 AM

Event
Annual Dues Renewal and Dock Deposit Deadlines
Winter Cabin Party @ Webster Park's Parkview Lodge
Dock Fee Deadline
Launch Floating Docks
Launch Boats (If Possible) (April 21 only if needed)
Fleet Captain Work Day

www.Pultneyvilleyachtclub.org

P
posted on the progress. Good news is the water levels are coming up. Thanks to Mother Nature and all the snow
we have had this winter. On the topic of water levels The International Joint Commission’s International St.
Lawrence Board of Control sent out an invitation for anyone interested in participating in a multicity teleconference to discuss the regulations of outflows and water levels in the Lake Ontario/St. Lawrence River System.
Please get involved.
See attached pdf. Flyer of the invite.
March 26, 2013 7pm -8:30pm EDT
Participation is either in person, by phone or by webinar
In person you can join the teleconference at Xerox Auditorium, Gleason Building, RIT
By toll-free 1-877-413-4814 Access Code: English 2641187 or if you prefer French Access code 8844993
I received an email from the Williamson Fire Company #1. They will be hosting their annual Firefighter’s banquet
on March 23, 2013. They are looking for door prizes to present during this event, any and all gifts would be greatly
appreciated. If anyone is interested I have attached the form for your submission to them.
Don’t forget to stop down to the club and check on your boats, covers and stands. Stay warm and enjoy the rest of
the winter. Kathy
Kathy

Notes from the Vice Commodore
Dreaming about sunny days and warm waters. Our social calendar is pretty well set with our
first event of the season right around the corner – the Cabin Party. Look forward to seeing you
there!
You’ll find the Calendar of Events on our website pultneyvilleyachtclub.org with announcements and reminders on the Pultneyville Yacht Club’s FaceBook page. Join us on FaceBook
and mark your calendars. It is PYC tradition to have club events organized by members with
PYC members pitching in. It’s another great way to break out to meet new friends and have
fun with PYC friends. The Event Sign Up sheet will be available for you to sign up at the
Cabin Party; and after that, it will be on the white board in the Club House. This year, I am also looking for
someone who can help out with the lifting by picking up refreshments. Feel free to contact me at Nancy Gong
gongglass@gmail.com if you’d like to participate, have questions about participating or have suggestions for social
events.
LAKE SOUNDINGS is published monthly for PYC members,
February through December. Letters to the Editor,
suggestions, commentaries, wit, memoirs, tales, seaworthy
tips and maritime art are welcome. Submissions will be
edited and published as space, temperament and
accommodations allow
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Last year we introduced new designs for club merchandise. The wind shirts have been very popular. We also
have youth sized t-shirts. This year we have a fresh supply of Burgees. Thinking about hats and visors. Let
Bob Hibbard or me know what you’d like to see in addition to what we offered last year. We’d like to show the
merchandise collection on line and take orders via e-mail. Can you help with organizing photos of merchandise
and pairing it with information? If you are versed in Photoshop, InDesign or other layout software and have time
between now and May to help with this project, contact Nancy Gong gongglass@gmail.com
This year Andrew DavidHazy will be organizing, freshening up and managing our member photo collection on
the fridge. Watch for photo opportunities with Andrew.
Outside the club, this might be of interest. James P. Delgado, Director of Maritime Heritage at the National
Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration will be speaking March 3rd, 7:30 pm on "The Great Museum of the Sea.
The speaker has first hand knowledge of the Titanic, USS Arizona at Pearl Harbor and the "ghost ship" Mary
Celeste shipwrecks having studied the shipwrecks as director of Maritime Heritage. For more information
contact the Memorial Art Gallery 585-276-8900.
Even with front after front rolling through, the days are getting longer. I hear geese flying by daily. The flocks are
getting bigger and louder. Oliver (that goofy Bassett you may see now and then) is getting ready to let the
tumbleweed loose. Spring will be here soon. Guess we better get going on our winter boat projects! Meanwhile,
stay warm and be happy! Just be happy! (From a wood block print in my studio of two little Chinese poets
talking)
Nancy ~~~~~/)
~~~~~~~~

From the Pilothouse...
The Army Corp of Engineers February forecast for the water level of Lake Ontario has
improved significantly over the January forecast. The predicted water level at launch is
approximately four (4) inches below the seasonal average but, could be as much as nine (9)
inches below the average. The water level is predicted to be three (3) inches below the
seasonal average through mid-July.
We are still planning to launch yachts on Saturday April 20th and will make a final decision
after taking soundings Saturday April 13th. May 18th is still our back-up launch date if the
water in the harbor is not deep enough. The launch crew assignments will be published in
the April Soundings.
The Cornwall Trust has signed a contract with Empire Marine to dredge the channel. Empire has committed to
commence the work before May 1st. The NYS DEC advised the Trust that the fish spawning restriction did not
apply to the channel to the lake; the fish spawn in the warmer waters of the harbor and Salmon Creek. The cost
of the dredging will expend all the funds that the Trust planned for harbor improvements in 2013.
The Trust recently topped the dead tree near the lake shore and cut down the nearby apple tree that was
toppled over in the last wind storm. The Trust has also agreed to pay to repair the sink holes created by the
crane used to dredge the harbor last summer. We have a good partner in the Cornwall Trust; they are making
investments beyond the scope of the current lease.
Harbor Master Fitzpatrick is waiting to see how the water level situation develops before making slip reassignments under the “Best use of the harbor” policy. We want to minimize the number of members that we have to
move. Thank you in advance for your gracious cooperation if you are asked to relocate to another slip.
Thank you to Chip Stevens for finding a guy to remove the pile of old tires that were stacked near the access
road to the Orchard. They guy removed them for $1.00/tire; a significant savings over the quotes that Bob
Hamilton had gotten. Thanks again, Chip!
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From the Pilothouse (cont’d)...

I’m putting the lawn service
contract out to bid this year. The contractor that we’ve had for the past couple of years hasn’t done a good job
of mowing or string trimming the weeds. Hopefully, we will have a new contractor on-board by April and our
grounds will be maintained better than in the past.

I will be assembling a small team of members to do the March inspection of the Club grounds and infrastructure
to develop the list of workday projects. Our work days are scheduled for Saturday May 4th and Saturday May
11th. We will be splitting the club roughly in half by last name to staff each work day. Joe Davis and Stu
MacDonald have agreed to lead the work days again this year…thanks! Your work day assignment and more
details will be published in the April Soundings. Please contact me if there is a project that you would like added
to the project list or know of something that needs to be repaired or replaced.
One of the projects we will be doing on the work days is to move the ice freezer from the old Clubhouse to a
location near the tool shed. We’re doing this for two reasons: 1) we want to stop using the old Clubhouse, and;
2) to make the ice freezer more accessible and visible. We “lost” over seventy (70) bags of ice last year. Please
remember to pay for the ice that you use when you take it out of the freezer ($1.25 per bag is a great price).
The ice freezer will be secured with a combination lock and the new combination will be on your membership
card.
Speaking of lock combinations…we’re changing the combinations on all the locks in the harbor. Look for the
new combinations on the back of your membership card.
Please check the blocks under your cradle or your jack stands to make sure that the ground underneath them
has not shifted and that the pads are still firmly in contact with your hull (but, not pressing too hard). You should
also check your covers for tears and your cockpit drains and bilge to make sure that there is no standing water
or ice. Ice expands and contracts as it freezes and thaws and can crack or break ribs, bulkheads and other
hard surfaces that it comes in contact with.
I am always available to speak to the members of our Club about anything related to the buildings, grounds or
harbor. Please contact me at any time.
Mark Laffin
585-314-8831
mark.laffin@gmail.com

Fleet Captain’s Report...
There isn’t much new on the soft water racing front. Jon Flowerday bought
supplies to repair our navigation features so there will be plenty to do leading up to
the Fleet Captain’s
workday. This workday
apparently doesn’t count
as work so it must be fun
to do. So please join me for a day of fun on April 27th.
As for the hard water racing; referring to racing
on frozen precipitation aka snow, things are progressing nicely. That is why you won’t see me at the PYC
Cabin Party, as I will be on the road at Regionals. My
athletes, a bunch of wonderful young ladies who all
work very hard, have achieved outstanding results.
Four of my eight girls were named to the GVSC top
ten; however they all get to compete for a chance at
NY state championships, so we travel to the Adiron-
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dacks this weekend to compete in the regionals. Those that make the top seed will progress on to Kandahar
Championships and nine girls and nine boys from New York State are selected there to represent NYSSRA at
Piche which is held at Gunstock, NH the weekend of March 15th. Nathaniel Axtell (pictured below) was also
named to the GVSC Top Ten and so may also be selected to represent NYS as one of the nine. Wish us luck.
Doug

Secretary’s Report...
I’ll start by apologizing to any of you that received an errant email from me. It seems as if a
gremlin got into my yahoo account and passed along a non- Ellen like email. Many
apologies. To any of you that this has happened to before, you can understand how
horrified I was.

Moving on to the business at hand, here is an update on some of the efforts in my area:
Membership – current paid membership is as follows:
67 Voting
4 Nonvoting
1 Reciprocal
1 Social
Membership Dues and Dock Deposits – Thanks to all of you that sent your dues in timely. The next set of
dock invoices will be going out very soon so be looking for them in the mail. Payments should be postmarked
by March 15th in order to avoid a late charge.
Club Calendar – This has been updated with the SBYC Challenge Cup, which is set for June 4th.
revisions will be communicated via the Soundings and an updated calendar on the website.

Future

Membership Cards – The target mailing for membership cards is early spring. The cards will include door
combinations and website passwords.
Member Log - The information for this will come from the database that was used to create your invoices.
Please look at your invoice to ensure the information is accurate. If you provided updated information on the
invoice, I will be sure to make the changes. If you need to make any further revision please send me an email
at ellenwozniak@yahoo.com
Volunteer opportunities – There’s a couple of areas that we are looking for volunteers to help out. Currently
there are openings for Historian, and Marketing. Please let me know if you have any interest in these areas (or
any other), as you help would be appreciated.
I’m thrilled to say that Tim and I will be heading off to Key West for sailing school in March. Feel free to friend
us on Facebook you’re interested in pictures.
Ellen

Lake Soundings

March 2013

P
Club Events Schedule 2013
Updated 2/25/13 (updates bold and italicized)
(Changes/updates will posted on the website and published in the Lake Soundings)

Date
19-Jan
3-Mar
15-Mar
13-Apr
April 20 – 21
27-Apr
4-May
11-May
25-May
26-May
27-May
4-Jun
8-Jun
8-Jun
7-Jul
13-Jul
June 14 – 15
20-Jul
20-Jul
27-Jul
28-Jul
3-Aug
3-Aug
14-Aug
17-Aug
17-Aug
24-Aug
31-Aug
14-Sep
14-Sep
14-Sep
21-Sep
12-Oct
19-Oct
26-Oct
9-Nov
1-Dec

Time
11:59 PM
1PM - 6PM
11:59 PM
8:00 AM
7:00 AM
8:00 AM
8:00 AM
8:00 AM
2:00 PM
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
1:00 PM
TBD
7:00 PM
12:00 AM
11:00 AM
4:00 PM
9:00 PM
9AM - 12PM
11:00 AM
5:00 PM
11:59 PM
1:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
9:00 AM
8:00 AM
2:00 PM
4:00 PM
7:00 AM
8:00 AM
7:00 AM
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
1:00 PM

Event
Annual Dues Renewal and Dock Deposit Deadlines
Winter Cabin Party @ Webster Park's Parkview Lodge
Dock Fee Deadline
Launch Floating Docks
Launch Boats (April 21 only if needed) *PLEASE SEE NOTE BELOW
Fleet Captain Work Day
First Club Work Day
Second Club Work Day
Commodore’s Review
Memorial Day Flag Raising
Picnic and New Member Reception
Bowersox Memorial Day Race
SBYC Challenge Cup
Commodore’s Brunch
General Membership Meeting
Fun Race
Ice Cream Social & Movie Night
Scotch Bonnet Race
Pultneyville Homecoming Parade in the hamlet
Open Boats - Open to the public
Tacky Light Night
Balance Wellness Event
Ladies Skipper Race
Club Roast
Haul Sign up/ Payment Deadline
Commodore’s Challenge (Mariners Host)
Jim Ely Memorial Moon Race (Full moon Tue Aug 20th)
PJ Party & Movie Night
Bown Race
First Cradle Day
General Membership Meeting and Officer Elections
International Festival
First Haul-out Day
Second Cradle Day
Second Haul-out Day
Fleet Captain Work Day
Fall Banquet/Cups and Flags (location to be announced)
Annual General Membership Meeting; Pultneyville Fire Hall

* Launch date based on water level. Backup launch date is May 18th.
Future events to be added once dates are established
PYC Long Distance Challenge Race
Club Cruise (Fri—Sun)
Dredging (March or early July; depends on weather and seas)
Hospice Race (Rochester)

PYC Winter Cabin Party
PYC Members and guests, join us for some winter fun!
Sunday, March 3rd, 1- 6pm
Webster Park at the Parkview Lodge
(across from the White House)

ACTIVITIES
Sledding hill
Trails for cross country skiing or snowshoeing.
Bring your winter toys and clothes to change if you need.
We're having a Horse Race!
Think Kentucky Derby~PYC style.
We'll be looking for jockey, horse names and an audience!
THE MENU
PYC will provide refreshments, chili and stew
RESERVATIONS
$7.50 per person I $6.00 for Children under 12
Make checks payable to Pultneyville Yacht Club
Send reservations by February 23 to:
Nancy Gong
42 Parkview Drive
Rochester, NY 14625
Please be mindful of the reservation deadlines, Planners need time to
plan and prepare.

Your Name(s), Mark children with*

Bring a dish to pass. Let us know what you 'll be bringing:
Appetizer
Side Dish
Dessert

